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Nathanael West's "Miss Lonelyhearts" is a searing satire of the American
Dream and the human condition. Published in 1933, the novel follows the
story of Frederick Miss Lonelyhearts, a newspaper advice columnist who
becomes increasingly disillusioned with the world around him. As he tries to
help others find solace and meaning, he grapples with his own despair and
loneliness.

This comprehensive study guide provides a detailed analysis of "Miss
Lonelyhearts," including:

Character analysis

Plot summary

Critical analysis
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Essay prompts

Character Analysis

Frederick Miss Lonelyhearts

Frederick Miss Lonelyhearts is the protagonist of the novel. He is a young
man who has been hired to write an advice column for a newspaper. At
first, he is enthusiastic about his job, but he soon becomes disillusioned
with the world around him. He sees the same problems over and over
again, and he begins to feel that he cannot make a difference.

Miss Lonelyhearts is a complex character. He is both a victim and a
perpetrator of the suffering he sees. He wants to help others, but he is also
self-destructive. He is drawn to the pain of others, and he often uses his
column to express his own despair.

Miss Lonelyhearts' Mother

Miss Lonelyhearts' mother is a devout Christian. She is a well-meaning
woman, but she is unable to understand her son's despair. She believes
that he should be able to find happiness in life, and she is frustrated by his
inability to do so.

Miss Lonelyhearts' Father

Miss Lonelyhearts' father is a successful businessman. He is a cold and
distant man who does not understand his son. He believes that Miss
Lonelyhearts should be more ambitious and that he should not waste his
time on helping others.

Miss Lonelyhearts' Landlady



Miss Lonelyhearts' landlady is a kind and compassionate woman. She is
the only person who seems to understand Miss Lonelyhearts' pain. She
tries to help him in any way she can, but she is ultimately unable to save
him from himself.

Plot Summary

"Miss Lonelyhearts" is set in New York City during the Great Depression.
The novel follows the story of Frederick Miss Lonelyhearts, a newspaper
advice columnist who becomes increasingly disillusioned with the world
around him.

Miss Lonelyhearts is hired to write an advice column for a newspaper. At
first, he is enthusiastic about his job, but he soon becomes disillusioned
with the world around him. He sees the same problems over and over
again, and he begins to feel that he cannot make a difference.

Miss Lonelyhearts' despair is compounded by his personal life. He is
estranged from his family, and he has no friends. He is also haunted by the
memory of a woman he loved who died in a car accident.

As Miss Lonelyhearts' despair grows, he begins to lose his grip on reality.
He starts to drink heavily, and he becomes increasingly isolated from the
world around him. He eventually commits suicide, leaving behind a legacy
of despair and unfulfilled potential.

Critical Analysis

"Miss Lonelyhearts" is a scathing satire of the American Dream and the
human condition. West portrays a world that is devoid of hope and



meaning. The characters are all lost and isolated, and they are unable to
find solace or connection with others.

The novel is also a critique of the media. West shows how the media can
create a false sense of hope and happiness. Miss Lonelyhearts' readers
believe that he can solve their problems, but he is ultimately unable to do
so. This is a reminder that we cannot always believe what we read or hear,
and that we must be critical of the information that is presented to us.

Essay Prompts

1. Discuss the character of Frederick Miss Lonelyhearts. How does he
change throughout the novel? What are his motivations? What does
he represent?

2. Analyze the theme of isolation in "Miss Lonelyhearts." How are the
characters isolated from each other? What are the causes of their
isolation? What are the consequences?

3. Discuss the role of the media in "Miss Lonelyhearts." How does the
media contribute to the novel's themes? How does it affect the
characters?

4. Compare and contrast "Miss Lonelyhearts" to other works of American
literature. How is the novel similar to or different from these works?
What does it say about the American experience?

5. What is the significance of the novel's title? How does the title relate to
the novel's themes and characters?

"Miss Lonelyhearts" is a powerful and moving novel that explores the
themes of isolation, despair, and the American Dream. It is a novel that will



stay with you long after you finish reading it.

This comprehensive study guide has provided you with the tools you need
to analyze and understand "Miss Lonelyhearts." By using this guide, you
will be able to write insightful essays and participate in meaningful
discussions about the novel.
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Published in 1955, Graham Greene's The Quiet American is considered
a masterpiece of 20th-century literature. The story follows Thomas
Fowler, a middle-aged British journalist,...
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