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Charlie Parker was born on August 29, 1920, in Kansas City, Missouri. His
father was a singer, and his mother was a pianist. Parker began playing the
saxophone at a young age, and by the time he was a teenager, he was
already playing professionally.

Parker was influenced by a variety of musical styles, including swing, blues,
and bebop. He was also a voracious listener, and he would often transcribe
the solos of other saxophonists, such as Lester Young and Coleman
Hawkins.

The Bebop Revolution
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In the early 1940s, Parker emerged as one of the leading figures of the
bebop movement. Bebop was a new style of jazz that was characterized by
its fast tempos, complex harmonies, and improvisational solos.

Parker's playing was revolutionary. He had a brilliant technique, and he was
able to play with incredible speed and agility. He also had a unique
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harmonic sense, and he was able to create new and exciting sounds on the
saxophone.

The Bird and the Bop

Parker quickly became known as "Bird," a nickname that was given to him
by his friend and fellow musician, Dizzy Gillespie. Bird was a perfect
nickname for Parker, as he was known for his erratic behavior and his
sometimes unpredictable playing style.

Parker and Gillespie were the two leading figures of the bebop movement,
and they often played together in small groups. They also recorded a
number of influential aloums together, including the classic album "Bird and
Diz."

Later Career and Legacy
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Parker's career was cut short by his untimely death in 1955 at the age of

34. However, he left behind a legacy that continues to inspire jazz
musicians around the world.

Parker was one of the most important and influential jazz musicians of all
time. He revolutionized the way that the saxophone was played, and he
helped to create a new style of jazz that would forever change the course
of the genre.
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Charlie Parker was a musical genius who made a lasting impact on jazz.
His playing was innovative and his compositions were groundbreaking. He
was a true pioneer of the bebop movement, and his music continues to
inspire jazz musicians and fans around the world.
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Published in 1955, Graham Greene's The Quiet American is considered

a masterpiece of 20th-century literature. The story follows Thomas
Fowler, a middle-aged British journalist,...
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