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Charles Lee was one of the most enigmatic and controversial figures in
American history. A brilliant military strategist, he played a key role in the
American Revolution. But he was also a flawed and complex character who
often clashed with his fellow officers.

Lee was born in Wales in 1732. He entered the British Army at a young age
and served with distinction in the French and Indian War. In 1775, he
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resigned his commission and joined the Continental Army. George
Washington appointed him as a major general, and he soon became one of
Washington's most trusted advisors.

Lee was a brilliant military strategist. He devised the plan that led to the
American victory at the Battle of Trenton. But he was also a reckless and
impetuous leader. He often disobeyed orders and clashed with his fellow
officers. In 1776, he was captured by the British and held as a prisoner of
war for two years.

After his release from prison, Lee returned to the Continental Army. But he
continued to clash with Washington and other officers. In 1778, he was
court-martialed and dismissed from the army. He spent the rest of his life in
obscurity.

Lee was a complex and contradictory character. He was a brilliant military
strategist, but he was also a flawed and reckless leader. He was a
passionate patriot, but he was also a bitter and disillusioned man. His life
and career are a fascinating study in the human condition.

Early Life and Career

Charles Lee was born on February 6, 1732, at Dernhall in Cheshire,
England. He was the youngest son of John Lee, a colonel in the British
Army, and Isabella Bunbury Lee. Lee's father died when he was young, and
he was raised by his mother and stepfather, Colonel George Johnson.

Lee received a classical education at Eton College and King's College,
Cambridge. He then entered the British Army and served with distinction in
the French and Indian War. In 1757, he was promoted to captain and



served as aide-de-camp to General James Wolfe at the Battle of Quebec.
Wolfe was killed in the battle, and Lee was severely wounded.

After recovering from his wounds, Lee returned to England and served as a
military advisor to the British government. In 1765, he was sent to North
America to help suppress the Stamp Act riots. Lee was a harsh critic of the
British government's policies in America, and he soon became a close
associate of the American patriots.

The American Revolution

In 1775, Lee resigned his commission in the British Army and joined the
Continental Army. George Washington appointed him as a major general,
and he soon became one of Washington's most trusted advisors.

Lee was a brilliant military strategist. He devised the plan that led to the
American victory at the Battle of Trenton. But he was also a reckless and
impetuous leader. He often disobeyed orders and clashed with his fellow
officers.

In 1776, Lee was captured by the British and held as a prisoner of war for
two years. After his release from prison, Lee returned to the Continental
Army. But he continued to clash with Washington and other officers. In
1778, he was court-martialed and dismissed from the army.

Later Life

Lee spent the rest of his life in obscurity. He lived in Virginia and Maryland,
and he wrote several books and pamphlets on military history. He died on
October 2, 1811, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.



Lee was a complex and contradictory character. He was a brilliant military
strategist, but he was also a flawed and reckless leader. He was a
passionate patriot, but he was also a bitter and disillusioned man. His life
and career are a fascinating study in the human condition.
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Published in 1955, Graham Greene's The Quiet American is considered

a masterpiece of 20th-century literature. The story follows Thomas
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