
Revolution And Revolutionaries: Guerrilla
Movements In Latin America (Jaguar On Latin
America 17)

Latin America has a long and complex history of guerrilla movements.
These movements have played a significant role in shaping the region's
political and social landscape. In this article, we will explore the origins,
ideologies, and impact of guerrilla movements in Latin America.

Origins of Guerrilla Movements

The origins of guerrilla movements in Latin America can be traced back to
the colonial period. During this time, indigenous populations often resisted
European rule through guerrilla warfare. In the 19th century, guerrilla tactics
were used by revolutionary movements seeking to overthrow colonial
powers.

In the 20th century, guerrilla movements in Latin America were influenced
by the Cuban Revolution. Fidel Castro's success in overthrowing the
Batista regime in 1959 inspired other revolutionary groups in the region.
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Ideologies of Guerrilla Movements

Guerrilla movements in Latin America have varied in their ideologies. Some
have been Marxist-Leninist, while others have been more nationalist or
indigenous-based. However, they have all shared a common goal of social
and political change.

Marxist-Leninist Guerrilla Movements

Marxist-Leninist guerrilla movements have sought to overthrow capitalist
systems and establish socialist societies. They have been inspired by the
writings of Karl Marx and Vladimir Lenin. Some of the most prominent
Marxist-Leninist guerrilla movements in Latin America have included:

FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia)

ELN (National Liberation Army)

Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path)

Nationalist Guerrilla Movements

Nationalist guerrilla movements have sought to achieve independence or
greater autonomy for their countries. They have often been led by
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indigenous peoples or other marginalized groups. Some of the most
prominent nationalist guerrilla movements in Latin America have included:

EZLN (Zapatista Army of National Liberation)

FMLN (Farabundo Martí National Liberation Front)

M-19 (19th of April Movement)

Impact of Guerrilla Movements

Guerrilla movements have had a significant impact on Latin America. They
have:

Overthrown governments: Guerrilla movements have been
successful in overthrowing governments in several Latin American
countries, including Cuba, Nicaragua, and Grenada.

Shaped political landscapes: Guerrilla movements have forced
governments to make concessions and reforms. They have also
played a role in shaping the political systems of several Latin American
countries.

Promoted social change: Guerrilla movements have often fought for
social justice and equality. They have helped to raise awareness of
issues such as poverty, inequality, and human rights.

Challenges Facing Guerrilla Movements

Guerrilla movements in Latin America have faced a number of challenges,
including:



Government repression: Governments have often used military force
to suppress guerrilla movements. This has led to the deaths of
thousands of guerrillas and civilians.

Internal divisions: Guerrilla movements have often been plagued by
internal divisions. These divisions have sometimes led to splits and
weakened the movements.

Lack of popular support: Guerrilla movements have not always
enjoyed widespread popular support. This has made it difficult for them
to sustain their operations and achieve their goals.

Guerrilla movements have played a significant role in the history of Latin
America. They have fought for social and political change, and have
shaped the region's political and social landscape. However, they have also
faced significant challenges, including government repression, internal
divisions, and lack of popular support.
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