The California Declaration of Independence:
Christopher Collier's Enduring Legacy

The California Declaration of Independence, penned by Christopher Collier
in 1876, stands as a pivotal document in the history of California and the
American West. It marked a watershed moment in the state's quest for
independence from the United States and ignited a movement that would
ultimately lead to the state's admission to the Union.

Christopher Collier, a prominent attorney and politician, played a pivotal
role in drafting and advocating for the Declaration of Independence. This
article delves into Collier's life, the circumstances surrounding the
Declaration's creation, and its enduring impact on California's history.

Christopher Collier: A Visionary Leader

Christopher Columbus Collier was born in Virginia in 1808. As a young
man, he moved to Texas, where he actively participated in the Texas
Revolution and served in the Texas legislature. In 1850, Collier moved to
California and established himself as a successful attorney and politician.
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Collier's vision for California was one of an independent republic, free from
the perceived tyranny of the United States government. He believed that
California had the resources and potential to thrive on its own, without the
constraints imposed by the federal government.

The Road to the Declaration

In the 1870s, tensions between California and the United States escalated
over issues of public lands, taxation, and economic control. Collier and
other like-minded individuals grew increasingly frustrated with the federal
government's perceived disregard for California's interests.

In 1876, at a secret meeting in Monterey, Collier and a group of his
supporters drafted the California Declaration of Independence. The
document declared that California was "a free and independent Republic,
separate from, and independent of, the United States of America."

The Content of the Declaration

The California Declaration of Independence consisted of a preamble and
24 articles. The preamble stated that the people of California had "the
inherent, inalienable right of self-government," and that they had been
"reduced to subjection to the government of the United States through
fraud and violence."

The articles outlined the specific grievances that the people of California
had against the United States government. These grievances included
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allegations of excessive taxation, discriminatory laws, and the suppression
of free speech.

The Declaration's Impact

The California Declaration of Independence ignited a movement for
independence in California. Copies of the document were distributed
throughout the state, and mass meetings were held to rally support for
Collier's cause. However, the movement for independence ultimately failed
to gain widespread support.

The United States government refused to recognize the Declaration of
Independence and dispatched troops to California to quell any unrest.
Nonetheless, the Declaration had a profound impact on California's history.
It raised awareness of the state's grievances and paved the way for future
efforts to secure greater autonomy.

Collier's Legacy

Christopher Collier remained a staunch advocate for California's
independence until his death in 1889. His efforts may not have achieved
immediate success, but they left a lasting legacy on the state's political and
cultural landscape.

Collier's vision of an independent California inspired future generations of
activists and politicians. His legacy as a champion of California's self-
determination continues to be celebrated today.

The California Declaration of Independence, drafted by Christopher Collier,
stands as a testament to the aspirations and frustrations of a pivotal
moment in California's history. While the movement for independence



ultimately failed, the Declaration ignited a spark that shaped the state's
future. Collier's legacy as a visionary leader and advocate for California's
autonomy continues to resonate to this day.
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What If Vietham Never Happened: Foresight
and Hindsight in Graham Greene's The Quiet
American

Published in 1955, Graham Greene's The Quiet American is considered

a masterpiece of 20th-century literature. The story follows Thomas
Fowler, a middle-aged British journalist,...
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