
The Envious Gaze: A Haunting Portrayal of
Jealousy in Iris Murdoch's "The Jealousy of
Iris"
: The Enigmatic World of Iris Murdoch

Iris Murdoch, renowned for her philosophical prowess and literary brilliance,
delves into the labyrinthine realm of human emotions in her captivating
novel, "The Jealousy of Iris." Published in 1991, this psychological
masterpiece unravels a complex tapestry of envy, love, and betrayal,
offering a profound exploration of the corrosive nature of jealousy.

A Synopsis: Envy's Insidious Grip

The novel centers around Iris, a renowned theater director plagued by an
insatiable jealousy that stems from her strained relationship with her
husband, Ansell. Once a promising composer, Ansell has forsaken his
creative pursuits to become a successful businessman, leaving Iris feeling
overshadowed and unfulfilled. Their marriage, once marked by love and
passion, has withered under the weight of professional resentment and
Iris's burgeoning envy.

As Iris grapples with her own feelings of inadequacy, she becomes
increasingly obsessed with Godley, a charismatic young composer who
represents everything that Ansell is not: ambitious, talented, and inspiring.
Iris's infatuation quickly transforms into a dangerous obsession that
consumes her every thought and action, driving her to manipulate and
sabotage both her husband and Godley in her desperate quest for control
and validation.
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Characters: Complex and Flawed

Through its rich cast of characters, "The Jealousy of Iris" paints a vivid
portrayal of human frailty and the devastating consequences of unchecked
emotions.

Iris: A brilliant but deeply flawed character, Iris is a complex and
contradictory figure. Driven by insecurity and professional
disappointment, she becomes a prisoner of her own envy, her actions
fueled by a self-destructive urge for validation.

Ansell: Iris's husband, Ansell is a man of contrasting strengths and
weaknesses. While outwardly successful, he lacks Iris's artistic
passion and fails to fully comprehend her emotional needs. His
pragmatic nature clashes with Iris's idealism, contributing to the
growing chasm between them.

Godley: A talented young composer, Godley represents the object of
Iris's obsession. Charismatic and enigmatic, he embodies the creative
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potential that Iris feels she has lost. However, his involvement in Iris's
schemes ultimately leads to tragic consequences.

Themes: Envy's Corrosive Nature

"The Jealousy of Iris" exposes the corrosive nature of envy, revealing its
destructive impact on both the individual and those around them. Envy,
Murdoch argues, is not merely a passing emotion but a powerful and
insidious force that can consume one's entire being, leading to deceit,
manipulation, and even violence.

Through Iris's destructive obsession, Murdoch delves into the psychological
and philosophical implications of envy, exploring its roots in insecurity, fear,
and the insatiable desire for control. The novel challenges the romanticized
notion of jealousy as a passionate response to love, instead depicting it as
a toxic and destructive emotion.

Symbolism: Mirror and Labyrinth

Murdoch employs evocative symbolism throughout the novel to underscore
the themes of envy and obsession. The mirror, a recurring motif, represents
Iris's preoccupation with her own image and her desperate need for
validation. She constantly compares herself to others, particularly Ansell
and Godley, fueling her feelings of inadequacy.

The labyrinth, another potent symbol, embodies the complex and
inescapable nature of Iris's envy. She becomes trapped in a maze of her
own making, unable to escape the destructive cycle of jealousy that engulfs
her.

Literary Analysis: Modernist and Existential Influences



"The Jealousy of Iris" reflects the influence of both modernist and
existentialist thought. Murdoch's use of stream-of-consciousness and
fragmented narrative techniques captures the subjective and disjointed
inner world of Iris, mirroring the fractured nature of her psyche.

The novel also explores existential themes of meaninglessness and
responsibility, particularly through the character of Ansell. His abandonment
of his creative pursuits raises questions about the nature of fulfillment and
the choices we make in shaping our lives.

Reception: Critical Acclaim and Literary Legacy

"The Jealousy of Iris" received widespread critical acclaim upon its
publication, with many reviewers praising Murdoch's incisive exploration of
envy and her skillful portrayal of complex characters. The novel has since
become a staple in literary studies and is recognized as one of Murdoch's
most significant works.

Murdoch's masterpiece has left an enduring legacy in contemporary
literature, influencing writers such as Julian Barnes and Ian McEwan. Its
themes of envy, obsession, and the search for meaning continue to
resonate with readers, cementing its status as a timeless and thought-
provoking work of fiction.

: A Haunting Exploration of the Human Psyche

"The Jealousy of Iris" stands as a testament to Iris Murdoch's literary
brilliance and her profound understanding of the human psyche. Through
its chilling portrayal of envy, the novel offers a haunting exploration of the
destructive power of unchecked emotions.



Murdoch's masterpiece invites readers to confront their own vulnerabilities
and to grapple with the complexities of human nature. It serves as a
cautionary tale about the dangers of envy and the importance of embracing
self-acceptance and the pursuit of meaningful connections.

In the enigmatic world of Iris Murdoch's "The Jealousy of Iris," we find a
timeless and thought-provoking work of literature that continues to
challenge and inspire readers generations later.
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Unveiling the Enchanting Legends of Emelina
Grace and Lady Igraine: A Tale of Love, Magic,
and Timelessness
Emelina Grace: The Enchanted Forest Nymph In the depths of an
ancient and mystical forest, where sunlight filtered through emerald
leaves,...
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What If Vietnam Never Happened: Foresight
and Hindsight in Graham Greene's The Quiet
American
Published in 1955, Graham Greene's The Quiet American is considered
a masterpiece of 20th-century literature. The story follows Thomas
Fowler, a middle-aged British journalist,...
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