The Foreign Policy Auction: A Critical
Examination of Global Governance

In her groundbreaking work, The Foreign Policy Auction: A Critical
Examination of Global Governance, Laura Sjoberg presents a novel and
compelling framework for understanding the dynamics of international
relations. Drawing upon auction theory, she argues that states engage in a
bidding process to secure their desired outcomes in the international
system, with the allocation of resources and influence determined by the
relative strength of their bids.
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This article will provide a comprehensive analysis of Sjoberg's book,
examining its key arguments, theoretical framework, and implications for
the study of international relations. We will explore the strengths and
weaknesses of Sjoberg's approach, and consider its potential contributions
to our understanding of global governance.
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Key Arguments

The central argument of The Foreign Policy Auction is that states behave
like bidders in an auction, competing for influence and resources in the
international system. Sjoberg draws upon a wide range of case studies to
illustrate this point, from the Cold War arms race to the negotiations over
the Kyoto Protocol on climate change.

According to Sjoberg, states make bids by offering concessions or
incentives to other states. These bids can vary in size and scope, from
economic aid to military assistance to diplomatic support. The value of a
bid is determined by the perceived cost to the bidding state and the benefit
to the recipient state.

The outcome of the auction is determined by the relative strength of the
bids. The state that makes the most attractive bid wins the auction, and its
desired outcome is realized. However, Sjoberg argues that the auction
process is not always fair or efficient. States with greater resources and
power are often able to outbid weaker states, even when their bids are less
valuable.

Theoretical Framework

Sjoberg's auction theory framework is based on the following assumptions:

= States are rational actors that seek to maximize their utility.

= States have imperfect information about the preferences and
capabilities of other states.

= The international system is a competitive environment in which states
must compete for influence and resources.



These assumptions lead to a number of predictions about state behavior.
First, states will make bids that are designed to maximize their own utility.
Second, states will be more likely to make bids when they have incomplete
information about the preferences and capabilities of other states.

Third, states will be more likely to make bids in competitive environments.
Finally, states will be more likely to win bids when they have greater
resources and power.

Implications for International Relations

Sjoberg's auction theory framework has a number of implications for the
study of international relations. First, it suggests that states are not always
able to achieve their desired outcomes in the international system. Second,
it suggests that the distribution of power and resources in the international
system can have a significant impact on the outcomes of international
negotiations.

Third, it suggests that the auction process is not always fair or efficient.
Fourth, it suggests that states can use a variety of strategies to increase
their chances of winning bids. Finally, it suggests that the auction process
can be used to explain a wide range of international phenomena, from the
outbreak of war to the formation of alliances.

Strengths and Weaknesses

Sjoberg's auction theory framework is a valuable contribution to the study
of international relations. It provides a new and innovative way to think
about state behavior, and it has the potential to explain a wide range of
international phenomena.



However, the framework is not without its weaknesses. One criticism is that
it is overly simplistic. Sjoberg assumes that states are rational actors that
seek to maximize their utility, but this is not always the case. States are
often influenced by a variety of factors, including emotions, ideology, and
public opinion.

Another criticism is that the framework is deterministic. Sjoberg argues that
the outcome of the auction process is determined by the relative strength of
the bids, but this is not always true. There are a number of other factors
that can influence the outcome of international negotiations, such as luck,
timing, and misperception.

Despite these weaknesses, The Foreign Policy Auction is a valuable
contribution to the study of international relations. It provides a new and
innovative way to think about state behavior, and it has the potential to
explain a wide range of international phenomena. Sjoberg's book is a must-
read for anyone interested in the study of international relations.

Additional Resources

= The Foreign Policy Auction: A Critical Examination of Global
Governance by Laura Sjoberg

= Review of The Foreign Policy Auction: A Critical Examination of Global
Governance by Michael Colaresi

= The Foreign Policy Auction: A Critical Examination of Global
Governance by Laura Sjoberg
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